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1. Senlor Soviet officers swationed in the Zwlckeu area have recently inferred
\ in Zwiekau that there sve ot present two distinct
lines of thought preveiling in the Soviet Gemeral Staff and offlcer corps.

The officers, whose remans are swmerized belew, are as follewvss 50X1-HUM
a, SiA 0fficers: ’ Col. Bondarenko
Col. Platev

Yej. Blegonov
Maj. lishe

b. Officors beleuglng Cel. Geouwballe .
+o field for ntions: Col. Leshitski
Y¥ej. Chomyakov

Moj. Yeoinsius

Haj. Purevyev

Haj. Z2inbeluk

Col. Diez ) very cautious
Col. Xrilov ) in their
Coi. Sherenmentyev )} conversation

2. These two linecs of thought sre as follows:

e. Offensive. Contimmmtion of World Revolution by a military offensive
ageinst Western Europe. The sdherents to this 1line of thoughtare
those officers who heve becm through the Commnist Party schools and
set the gonls of Party deei +ine before all military eonsiderationc;

these sonjor officers, who rave fundamentally little nilitary knowledge,

are embitiouc, roge quickly during the war and are Party yos-men.

b, Defensive, The mumerieslly smaller fachtion, tut those officers who
have the breins snd who huve been thoroushly trained in strotegical
gnd tectical considerations. Thls faction sees the only chance of
suceeas, 1a the evant of o war against +te Wostern Powers, in wlth-
drawal behind the Vistula, thusc affording protection for the Soviet
northern flanlk, uliich would remein on the defensive. The USSR eould

then tronsfer forces to threstened arsap clong her Southern frontiers
erd et the sene 4ima hold doun poscible partisans, cuch as the Germans,
roles, Furawisne, end Dulgerlans. ' ' 50X1-HUM
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This dofensive party mgrees that sn offensive agninst the Jestern Fowers

would initially result in mejor militery successcs ond thet the Sovied

Army would perhaps reech the Atlantic, Wat thet a counter-atiock by the

Western Powers, the weight of whieh would only be felt efter three or
four monthe, coupled with blockade, op zthack Ty %he Japcnese (sie) in the Fer
Bast and destruction of linesz of communication by the rupsrior western

air forces, would result in the total defeet of the Soviet drmy.

The offensive perty sppeers at precont to be in the macendent zud In the
avent of war the dizcidents would be ceught up in the stresm. Thers is,
however, o general wer-weav 'nege omong Soviet krocops in Germany ond, as
a resuli,an increasinc decline in morale,

An eventual offensive is neveribeless frecuently discussed by Soviel
officers in the Zwickau ares, on offensive based solely on the mwerical
and material superiority of the Soviet Lymy, vhich would quiekly over-
whelm the Western Powers, Two hundred snd £ifty to thres hundred front
line divisions with 50,000 tanis, 12,000 gasoline trucks and 3,0C0
armored troopecerriers are gaid o be available for the operation.

The plan of atimck discussed iz 2s follows:

g, lMejor i’rbnta.l attack in depth from the Helberstadt-lildburghaucen
erea towards Gologne, ieannheim, end Karlsruhe,

b, Simulteneous strong attacks from the Stendal—}ialberswd:s ares touards
Hamnover and Hamburg and contimvation on the Hamover-Yinster axie
tovaras the Rorth Sea,

¢, Simultaneocus occyp< “ion of Czechoslovakie and,

d. Thrust from the Planen-leiningen area towerds IMrmberp and Regensiurg
and break-through to the Swiss frontier.,
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